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Eden District Council

Housing and Communities Scrutiny Committee Minutes

Date: 22 March 2018  Venue: Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Penrith  Time: 6.45 pm

Present:

Chairman: Councillor J Raine

Vice Chairman: Councillor R Sealby

Councillors: M Clark
J Derbyshire
A Meadowcroft

V Taylor
H Sawrey-Cookson

Standing Deputies: Councillor I Chambers

Officers Present: Robert Docherty, Deputy Director Environmental Services
Karen Edmondson, Secretary to the Director of Corporoate 
and Legal Services

Others Present: Councillor L Grisedale, Housing and Health Portfolio Holder

Democratic Services Officer: Vivien Little

HCc/41/03/18 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Thompson and from Councillor 
Temple, Councillor Chambers attended as a substitute.

HCc/42/03/18 Minutes 

RESOLVED that the minutes HCc/32/1/18 to HCc/40/1/18 of the meeting of this Committee 
held on 25 January 2018 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of 
the proceedings.

HCc/43/03/18 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of interest were made at this meeting. 

HCc/44/03/18 Portfolio Holder Update 

The Committee received a presentation from and asked questions of the Housing and 
Health Portfolio Holder. The following points were made during the presentation:

 An Older Persons Strategy is being developed in conjunction with South Lakeland 
District Council. A draft version has been completed and is currently out for 
consultation, and it will finally come through full Council at a later date for approval. 
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Part of the aim of the strategy is to work with developers with an aim to encourage 
more bungalow building in the District.

 There has been an increase in the uptake of Disable Facilities Grants over this 
financial year, with the number of applications more than doubling. Eden District 
council is working with Occupational Health to assess why there has been such a 
large increase. Any overspend has so far been met by untilising an underspend over 
the previous years, however that money will run out. The next quarter will be useful 
to assess whether this trend is continuing and enable Eden District Council to review 
how to deal with any increasing trend.

 A report went to Executive on 6 March 2018 regarding the Energy Efficiency 
Regulations 2015, which gives powers to ensure that private landlords maintain their 
properties at an effective EPC standard. At first, there will be an approach of 
engagement and education to inform landlords of the regulations and to ensure that 
tenants know their rights. 

 Progress has been made regarding the preparation for the introduction of the 
Homelessness Reduction Act 2017. Eden District Council has agreed a way forward 
with Eden Housing Association. Updated software has been purchased, and any 
issues regarding temporary accommodation is ongoing. There is no easy way to 
predict any increase in demand on services, and it is estimated that it initial period of 
two years would be required to refine processes.

 
The Chair thanked the Housing and Health Portfolio Holder and the Deputy Director 
Environmental Services for their update.

The Housing and Health Portfolio Holder and Deputy Director Environmental Services 
left the room at 7.28pm.

HCc/45/03/18 Scrutiny Coordinating Board Update 

The Chairman provided a verbal update on the work of the Scrutiny Co-ordinating Board 
and it was RESOLVED that the update be noted.

HCc/46/03/18 Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee Report 

The Committee received a verbal update from Councillor Taylor in relation to the Cumbria 
Health Scrutiny Committee. 

RESOLVED that the update be noted. 

HCc/47/03/18 Housing and Community Committee Work Plan 

The Committee considered report G33/18 from the Chairman of the committee which set 
out the current and possible future agenda items for the Housing and Communities Scrutiny 
Committee.

RESOLVED that the work plan be noted.

HCc/48/03/18 Any Other Items which the Chairman decides are urgent 

There were no items of urgent business from the Chairman at this meeting. 
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HCc/49/03/18 Date of Next Scheduled Meeting 

The next meeting of the Committee will be confirmed at the Annual Council Meeting on 10 
May 2018.

The meeting closed at 7.50 pm

…………………………………………………………………………


